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THE ANNA SOBOL LEVY FELLOWSHIP 
2006-2007 

 

Left to Right: Arthur Anderson, Relly Davidovici, Zach Mauss, Amanda Staly. Minda Lee Arrow, 
Matthew Thrasher, Clay Murray, Robert Straus, Elizabeth Vandrei 
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THE ASL FELLOWS  

 

 

Minda Lee Arrow  will receive a master's in Islam and the Middle East 

this summer. During the two years that she has been studying for her 

degree, she has also served as an ASL fellow. Minda's cum laude 

undergraduate degree in Politics with a focus on the Middle East is from 

Princeton University. She is looking forward to returning to the U.S, 

where she hopes to find a job which will allow her to continue her 

involvement and study of the Middle East. 

  

 

Amanda D. Staly resides in Taylors, South Carolina and is a graduate of 

North Greenville University  .Amanda graduated summa cum laude with 

a BA in history and American studies  .In 2007, Miss Staly will complete 

her MA in Israel Society and Politics with an emphasis in military history 

at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.  Miss Staly has sought to enhance 

her experience of living abroad by traveling extensively to Egypt, the 

Sinai, and Jordan and participating in volunteer work in Israel.  She is an 

avid martial artist and musician and has been able to broaden and 

enhance both of these skills by gleaning unique perspectives from Israeli 

culture.  This summer Miss Staly plans to return to the United States 

and pursue a career as an officer in the United States Army. 

  

 

Clay Murray  is from Louisville, Kentucky. He studied at the University 

of Louisville from 2002 to 2005 (graduated at May 2006) and has a 

degree in Political Science. He arrived to Israel with his wife Laura, and 

studied Arabic, Hebrew and Middle East studies at the Rothberg School. 

In April 2007, Clay left Israel and the program after accepting a job at 

Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC). The company 

Clay now works for is one of the biggest contractors for the U.S. 

Department of Defense. Clay works there as a National Security Policy 

Analyst working at the Pentagon. 

  

 

Zachary C. Mauss grew up in Dubuqe, Iowa and gained the itch to 

travel at a young age after embarking on a trip to southern India with a 

close friend.  Zach's first trip to the Middle East with the ASL Fellowship 

was also an eye-opening experience, where he studied in the field of 

Islamic  & Middle Eastern studies and traveled to Egypt, Jordan, and 

Morocco.  In the fall semester, Zach completed an intensive 60-hour 

medical first response training course with Magen David Adom and spent 

100+ hours as a volunteer medic on the ambulances in Jerusalem.  In his 

free time, he trained for his passion of endurance sports- over the year 

Zach completed two half-marathons, an Olympic distance Triathlon in 

Eilat, and a full marathon in Jordan! 
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Zach majored in Sport & Exercise Psychology at West Virginia 

University.  Upon graduating at WVU, Zachary was commissioned as a 

Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Army's Medical Service Corps.  He will 

attend Army flight training at Ft .Rucker, Alabama to become an 

Aeromedical Evacuation Officer. 

 
 

 

Matthew Thrasher participated in the ASL program before embarking 

as an officer on board the USS LAKE ERIE in the US Navy.  He 

graduated from Tulane University, where he received a BA in Islamic 

and Middle Eastern Studies cum laude. 

While in Israel, Matthew continued in Middle Eastern Studies, focusing 

on improving his Arabic and his understanding of various strategic 

conflicts within the region ï including the Arab/Israeli conflict. With 

other ASL fellows, Matthew traveled across Israel, the West Bank, 

Jordan, Turkey and Egypt.  After completing the ASL program, he will 

return to America and be married to Caitlin Carballal before leaving to 

meet his ship on deployment. 

  

 

Arthur Douglass Anderson III  graduated from Pennsylvania State 

University with an honors degree in Engineering Science. While in Israel, 

Arthur studied Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies, and for the first time 

studied both Hebrew and Arabic. While in college, Arthur was a member 

of the naval ROTC and has been posted to the USS Lassen destroyer 

based out of Japan. Arthur will join the ship's crew as an officer 

beginning in October.  

 

  

 

Robert Straus graduated cum laude from Oregon State University with a 

degree in Political Science and a minor in Military Science, as well as 

receiving a commission from the United States Army as a 2nd 

Lieutenant.  He participated in Oregon State's Student government as the 

director of Community Affairs while at the same time becoming one of 

the Department of the Army's top 20% cadets.  He was selected to branch 

into the Military Intelligence Corps following his year in Israel on the 

ASL program and will be stationed at Ft .Lewis, WA.  While at the 

Hebrew University, he studied Arabic along with several courses 

concentrated in Middle Eastern politics and history . 
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Elizabeth Vandrei graduated summa cum laude from the State 

University of New York at Albany with a double major in English and 

Linguistics. She began studying Arabic and Hebrew in connection with 

her studies in linguistics.  Her interest in Middle Eastern affairs grew out 

of her language study.  She is currently pursuing her Master's Degree in 

Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies in the Rothberg International School 

at Hebrew University, and will remain in Israel after her year with the 

ASL Fellowship in order to complete her degree. 

  

THE ASL COORDINATOR  

 

Relly A. Davidovici got released from the army in July 2005, after 8 

years of service in different commending and instructing positions. She 

took part in the 2001 IDF military academy, there received her cum laude 

degree, in History and General studies (management, law and security) 

from the Hebrew university. Captain in reserve, works as training 

developer and projects manager in a consulting firm. This is her second 

year as an ASL coordinator. Relly is now pursuing her MBA at the 

business school of the Hebrew University. 
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The Surroundings of Jerusalem and the Security Fence 

 The first tour of 2006-2007 

was a fitting visit to various 

sites around the city of 

Jerusalem.  Our first stop took 

the fellows to the Crusader 

church turned mosque by 

Saladin, Samuelôs tomb, in 

order to survey the surrounding 

area, especially focusing on the 

West Bank area and the 

security barrier.  Our guide for 

the first half of the day, an ex-

paratrooper from the IDF, 

discussed the various 

military/security concerns of 

the area, the reason for the 

security barrier, and some of the history of the greater Jerusalem areaðranging from ancient 

history to its role in the Oslo negotiations.  

Our next stop was on the opposite side of Jerusalem in the South to view the various 

manifestations of the security barrier near Bethlehem.  We saw the sections that are fencing and 

the sections of bare concrete wall.  Our guide explained the rationale for the different types of 

barriers and the group discussed the social, political and security ramifications of the barrier in 

all its manifestations.  After a 

stop further to the East to 

survey more of the Jerusalem 

barrier between communities 

we departed from our IDF 

guide and enjoyed discussion 

of the positives and negatives 

of this security approach over 

lunch.  

After lunch the group enjoyed 

a tour of the nerve center for 

security within the volatile 

Old City of Jerusalem.  We 

were briefed in the central 

surveillance center where 

police monitor hundreds of 

cameras throughout the Old City.  The briefer also showed us surveillance videos, including 

some of the Temple Mount riots that marked the beginning of the Second intifada.  Following 

this the group proceeded to meet with the head of security for the Jewish settlers in the Old City.  

They protect the Jewish families that are buying up houses within the Muslim and Christian 

Quarters of the Old City on a daily basis, including walking children to a from any place outside 

their homes.  We visited a few such families and saw how they live, along the way discussing 

 

Ron, Captain in Reserve, with the fellows, at Nebi Samuel 

 
Mabat 2000, the Israeli Police control center over the Old City 
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their viewpoints on politics and reasons for living in the controversial manner that they do.  All 

in all it was wide ranging first tour that introduced us to a few of the many vexing issues facing 

Jerusalem and Israel today. 

 
The fellows with Ariel, the Commander of the  

security guards in the Old City 
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Map of the First Tour - Security Fence 

 


